Book reviews
Further Critical Studies in Neurology and other Essays and Addresses by Sir Francis Walshe MD DSC FRS pp viii +248 30s Edinburgh & London: E & SLivingstone 1965 Every educated neurologist must already have read and admired each one of these papers, written in so masterly a fashion by the doyen of the profession. It is good to have these essays now assembled in an easily handled medium, and it makes it simpler for the novice to familiarize himself with these classics. Sir Francis has for many years functioned as the principal exponent in this country of the medical judiciary, and although he is sometimes deemed critical he is so only when circumstances ordain. Such a conjunction of culture, elegant writing, wit and penetrating common sense must surely be unique. Neurophysiological advance has become so rapid in tempo and so recondite in content that clinicians are apt to be jockeyed into a bemused and unquestioning acceptance. Men like Sir Francis Walshe should be at our sides to indicate the flaws, the mruddled thinking, and even the sheer inadequacies of what otherwise we might take for granted. This volume is one to be purchased and kept available for constant reference.
MACDONALD CRITCHLEY
Principles of Clinical Electrocardiography by Mervin J Goldman MD 5th ed pp 377 illustrated 42s Los Altos, Calif.: Lange Medical Publications 1964 Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications The arrangement of this book follows the conventional pattern with introductory chapters on electrophysiology of the heart followed by description of the various electrocardiographic changes in different clinical disorders. The analysis of the electrocardiogram is based on the principle of unipolar electrocardiography and the chapter on vectorcardiography is too short to be of value to someone unfamiliar with this approach. The technical quality and reproduction of the tracings is good and free use is made of diagrams, particularly in the section on cardiac infarction, to illustrate the development of the electrocardiographic changes. The appearance of a 5th edition shows that this book must have supplied a need but in one of this size there should be more than a factual description of electrocardiograms in various anatomical situations. No help is found on the interpretation of the electrocardiogram in children; the account of the electrocardiographic changes in the various types of congenital heart disease is quite inadequate. It cannot be recommended as a work of reference but the relatively low cost of the paperback edition should make it useful as an introduction to the subject. GRAHAM 
HAYWARD
The Ecology of the Human Skin by Mary J Marples MA MD DTM&H pp xxiii + 970 illustrated $28.75 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1965 Rashes irritate dermatologists as well as their patients because the dermatologist can so rarely explain their unique morphology and distribution. The same is true of infections and infestations. Why does any particular organism tend to colonize one region of the skin surface? What limits the number of arthropods in a patient with scabies? Dr Marples has set out to answer these questions by taking a germ's eye view of the skin, of the total ecosystem as it appears to the parasite.
Parts I and II, which are concerned with the anatomy, physiology and biochemistry of the skin, rely largely on early work and consequently contain many statements which are no longer tenable or which need amplifying. Part III gives an ecological account of the various organisms living on the skin. This contains a good deal of interesting information attractively, if not too critically, presented with the aid of clear and novel illustrations.
But to what extent does the book succeed in its objective? 'These capillaries bring nutrients and oxygen to the [hair] follicle and carry away waste products. So that it is not surprising that staphylococci find this an attractive habitat.' This is a not unfair example of the use to which the first 240 pages of anatomy, physiology and chemistry of the skin are put.
SAM SHUSTER An Introduction to Parasitology by John M Watson DSC(London) ARCSC pp vii + 184 illustrated 20s London: Heinemann 1965 This booklet is the second of a series of pharmaceutical monographs, written primarily for the use of undergraduate students of pharmacy, but clearly of value to a much wider circle. The present volume is devoted to a brief account of host/parasite relationships, the parasitic protozoa and helminths of man and animals, and the arthropod and snail vectors of these organisms. A final chapter provides a short review of methods of diagnosis, treatment, and prevention, which are also considered in the earlier chapters. As a synopsis of parasitology, this book is useful, and its 12 tables and 34 line drawings are clear and precise; as a guide to the action of drugs on parasites, it is much less valuable, and one looks in vain for information regarding the nature of the antimalarial or anthelminthic activity of the new synthetic compounds. This book is the sixth in the Clinical Anesthesia Series which have appeared at intervals since 1963 under the chief-editorship of J F Artusio jr. The present volume, a series of papers by distinguished American physiologists and anmsthesiologists, is edited by Dr L W Fabian. The emphasis is on research and theory rather than the practical aspect. The individual contributors consistently succeed in combining comprehensive reviews of past work with reports of original investigation; the result is that even those unfamiliar with modern physiological thought can gain a working knowledge of the subject within the space of remarkably few pages.
Almost one-quarter of the book is devoted to an excellent but purely physiological review of the regulation of cardiac output and venous return by Professor Guyton and his colleagues. The next three chapters consider aneesthetic uptake and the effects of anxesthesia on myocardial contractility and tissue perfusion. The last three rather shorter papers are devoted to the more practical aspects of the response of the cardiovascular system to neuromuscular blocking agents, spinal and epidural anmsthesia and acidosis and alkalosis.
The book would be improved if it were co-ordinated by a suitable foreword or preface. The diagrams are clear, the bibliographies suitably comprehensive and the index adequate. The volume is well produced and firmly bound. After a period of comparative neglect the literature of aphasia has lately become expanded by way of a number of acquisitions. It is a wry fact that today most of the research work upon this teasing topic is being undertaken by nonmedical writers; this statement particularly applies to the USA as this volume shows clearly. In balancing its merits and demerits we must relegate to the credit side a refreshingeven originalinsight into a subject which still baffles so many neurologists. But among the drawbacks in a lay approach we must become aware of something missing from their attitude to a grave bedside problem. No serious student of aphasia should neglect this important contribution which, being the product of no fewer than three authors with their very different backgrounds, cannot avoid a certain unevenness. Some features of this book are highly commendable. The authors abandon the usual hackneyed, parochial and unsatisfactory attempts at classification. Instead they offer a simple grading of clinical cases according to severity of defect. Of course this can never be a final or agreed system of classifying cases but it is at least a commendable break-away. Attempts to align aphasiological data with the lessons of linguistics are in tune with contemporary thinking even though they may leave unanswered most questions that they pose. Aphasia is a subject which by its very nature always demands an historical approach and a chapter on this aspect seems to be obligatory in every textbook; but the classic contributors have been so numerous, so important and yet so divergent in their ideas that there is scope for the widest disagreement as to the value of their individual increments: so it is in this book. An agreed assessment of the past is probably unattainable. American aphasiologists seem to be more concerned with treatment than we are and consequently a large amount of the latter part of the book deals with problems of rehabilitation.
This volume is a worthy contribution to the subject. It is, however, essentially a monograph for the specialist, who will be in a position to weigh the evidence and evaluate according to his own particular conceit. This second volume of the proceedings is again a handsome, expensively produced book, divided into six main sections. Experimental Cancer Therapy contains seventy-five papers on the cytotoxic effects of mitomycin C and the antitumour activities of the new antibiotics Dauno-
